Percutaneous biliary drainage: complications of 118 consecutive catheterizations.
We have reviewed our experience with 118 biliary catheterization procedures in 109 patients from 1979 to 1984. Major complications (septic shock, hemorrhage, subphrenic abscess, and formation of an arteriovenous fistula) occurred in five patients (4.2%), three of whom died (2.5%). Minor complications occurred in 41 patients. Our success rate using the procedure was 97%. The complications that occurred are described.